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CHAPTER 9 
 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FACILITIES ELEMENT 
 

A. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Public School Facilities Element is to function as a guiding document that the 
City will use to apply policies that will enable the Lake County School System to implement a 
financially feasible plan to provide sufficient capacity for public school facilities within the 
jurisdiction of the City of Groveland. It is not intended to discuss or address curriculum 
requirements, administration of facilities, or other duties with which the Lake County School 
Board is tasked. 

B. OVERVIEW 

In September 2005, Lake County was selected as a pilot community for the State’s new school 
concurrency initiative.  The school concurrency requirement for all counties, municipalities, and 
school boards across the State of Florida has since become a voluntary element of 
comprehensive plans.  However, the City has decided to retain this element, which will help to 
ensure that the school needs of the City are met while allowing orderly growth. 
 
The exponential increase in population provides both positive opportunities and serious 
challenges that the City of Groveland must address, such as an increase in traffic; a greater 
demand for public facilities; and a burgeoning student enrollment population. An understanding 
of the City of Groveland’s current population and demographic composition, future population 
projections, and an analysis of needed capital improvements and incoming revenue play an 
essential role in planning for and sustaining an efficient, successful public school system that can 
appropriately handle the influx of students.   
 

C. STANDARDS 

The Public School Facilities Element and related comprehensive plan amendments to establish 
public school concurrency are based upon the following data and analysis, pursuant to 
requirements of   Florida Statutes (FS) §163.3177 and , FS §163.31777. The primary source of 
data is provided by the Lake County School District’s adopted 2017-2018 5-Year Capital Plan as 
well as data from the district’s GIS program.  The Public School Facilities Element is intended to 
ensure coordination among the County, municipalities, and the School Board so that school 
capacity at the adopted level of service standard is available at the time of the impacts of 
development. 
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D. EXISTING CONDITIONS  

1. Population Projections 

Historic and projected trends in population growth, the location of growth, and the age of 
the population, are essential data used to determine when new infrastructure should be 
built.  These trends play a vital role in the expansion and maintenance of the school 
system.  
  
Based on past population figures and projections derived from historic growth trends, 
future population is expected to grow as shown below in Table 1.  The projections 
indicate the population within the City limits will increase from 8,729 in 2010 to 48,717 
in 2040. 

 TABLE 1  POPULATION ESTIMATES & PROJECTIONS FOR GROVELAND, 
FL 

Age Group 2010 2016 2020 2025  2030  2035  2040  

0-14 years old 2,226 3,539 4,685 8,129 9,795 11,364 12,760 

15-24 years old 1,096 1,839 2,374 4,207 5,047 5,762 6,620 

25-34 years old 1,197 1,704 2,133 4,098 4,835 4,607 6,369 

35-44 years old 1,428 2,159 2,870 4,631 5,395 6,621 7,347 

45-54 years old 1,053 1,787 2,352 3,868 4,757 5,155 5,678 

55-64 years old 851 1,263 1,607 3,091 3,766 4,233 4,915 

65-74 years old 578 944 1,228 2,163 2,568 3,131 3,610 

75+ years old 300 371 430 842 1,050 1,233 1,419 

Total 8,729 13,606 17,679 31,029 37,214 42,105 48,717 
 
Source:  Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, University of Florida and ECFRPC, 2018 
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2. Existing School Enrollment 

Existing student enrollments for elementary, middle, and high schools for the City of 
Groveland and surrounding jurisdictions, which are required under interlocal agreements 
to share capacity as of October 15, 2005, are provided by the Lake County School Board 
in its Capacity Enrollment Projections 2017-2018.  Data on current and projected school 
enrollment for schools serving Groveland can be found in tables 2 and 3 below.  
Additionally, a map of Lake County schools, indicating those serving Groveland 
students, is included as Figure 1. 
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FIGURE 1  LAKE COUNTY / GROVELAND PUBLIC SHCOOLS 

 
Source:  Lake County Public Schools GIS Technology and Map and East Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council (ECFRPC) 
 
3. Lake County School District Enrollment to Capacity Comparison 

The Lake County School Board uses the Florida Inventory of School Houses (FISH) 
capacity information for each school, based on Florida Department of Education (FDOE) 
formulas.  FISH Capacity is the number of students that may be housed in a facility at 
any given time based on a utilization percentage of the number of existing satisfactory 
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student stations, based on FDOE formulas.  It is a product of the number of classrooms at 
a school and the student stations assigned to each room type.  The capacity of some 
spaces is modified for actual square footage of the teaching space. 

 
The School Enrollment to Capacity Comparison is used to determine the percent 
utilization of a school facilities capacity, and includes the number of portables on campus 
and portable capacity; the total capacity that includes portables and the permanent 
facility; dining capacity; and media capacity.   

 
The school enrollment to capacity comparison is a major indicator of school 
overcrowding.  Using the ratio of enrollment to permanent FISH capacity, an analysis can 
be conducted to determine which schools in Lake County are over capacity.  An analysis 
can also be done to determine capacity utilization using portable capacity and/or dining 
and media capacity. Data on enrollment and capacity for schools located in the City of 
Groveland and surrounding jurisdictions required under interlocal agreements to share 
capacity is provided by the Lake County School Board in its  Enrollment Capacity 
Projections 2017-2018.  Estimated school enrollment and capacity at the beginning of the 
2017 school year and Projections for 2018-2022 are depicted in Table 3. 
 

TABLE 2  ENROLLMENT AND CAPACITY FOR GROVELAND SCHOOLS 40TH 
DAY 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 

      Latest School Data 
      40th Day ‘17-‘18 SY 
School Type School Name LOS Capacity Enrolled Seats 
Elementary         
  Astatula Elementary 876 644 232 
  Groveland Elementary 902 718 184 
  Leesburg Elementary 926 778 148 

  
Mascott Charter 
Elementary 1,175 780 395 

  
Minneola Charter 
Elementary 1,398 1,100 298 

  Pine Ridge Elementary 3,063 2,350 713 
Elementary Total   8,340 6,370 1,970 
Middle         
  Clermont Middle 911 700 211 
  Cecil E. Gary Middle 1,438 993 445 
  Oak Park Middle 724 513 211 
  Tavares Middle 1,427 1,128 299 
Middle Total   4,500 3,334 1,166 
High         
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  Leesburg High 1,982 1,508 474 
  Lake Minneola High 1,835 1,869 -34 
  South Lake High 2,412 1,976 436 
  Tavares High 1,467 1,340 127 

 

    TABLE 3  PROJECTED GROVELAND SCHOOL ENROLLMENT                       
AND CAPACITY 2018 - 2022 

  Projections 
    2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 
School 
Type School Name Enrolled Seats Enrolled Seats Enrolled Seats Enrolled Seats 
Elementary                   

  
Astatula 
Elementary 652 224 653 223 681 195 701 175 

  
Groveland 
Elementary 712 190 695 207 685 217 710 192 

  
Leesburg 
Elementary 761 165 742 184 741 185 737 189 

  
Mascott Charter 
Elementary 756 419 735 440 720 455 701 474 

  

Minneola 
Charter 
Elementary 1,122 276 1,120 278 1,141 257 1,141 257 

  
Pine Ridge 
Elementary 2,328 735 2,247 816 2,213 850 2,222 841 

Elementary 
Total   6,331 2,009 6,192 2,148 6,181 2,159 6,212 2,128 
Middle                   

  
Clermont 
Middle 654 257 647 264 640 271 639 272 
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Cecil E. Gary 
Middle 1,018 420 1,083 355 1,034 404 1,026 412 

  
Oak Park 
Middle 493 231 517 207 534 190 546 178 

  Tavares Middle 1,121 306 1,169 258 1,153 274 1,132 295 
Middle 
Total   3,286 1,214 3,416 1,084 3,361 1,139 3,343 1,157 
High                   

  Leesburg High 1,541 441 1,497 485 1,515 467 1,534 448 

  
Lake Minneola 
High 1,811 24 1,815 20 1,823 12 1,791 44 

  
South Lake 
High 2,015 397 1,951 461 1,962 450 1,965 447 

  Tavares High 1,388 79 1,378 89 1,425 42 1,433 34 
 

 
4. School Attendance Zones 

Existing district-wide school attendance zones for each school facility are provided by 
school type (Elementary (primary and secondary, Middle, and High) on the School 
Attendance Zone Maps in figures 2-5 below,  
. 
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FIGURE 2  LAKE COUNTY / GROVELAND PRIMARY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE ZONES 

 
 

 
Source:  Lake County Public Schools GIS Technology and Maps and ECFRPC 
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FIGURE 3  LAKE COUNTY / GROVELAND SECONDARY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE ZONES 

 

 
 

Source:  Lake County Public Schools GIS Technology and Maps and ECFRPC 
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